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March Church Services  St Andrew's, Sandon  
Sunday 1st  Lent 2 
 8:30 am Breakfast and Prayer 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 3rd  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea & Chat 
Thursday 5th 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 
Sunday 8th  Lent 3 
 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 10th  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea & Chat 
Thursday 12th 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at St. John’s Danbury 
Sunday 15th  Mothering Sunday  
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 17th 9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea & Chat 
Thursday 19th 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at St. Andrew’s, Sandon 
Sunday 22nd  Lent 5 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 6:30 pm ‘The Cross of Christ’ Music  
   and readings for Passion Sunday 
Tuesday 24th  9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea & Chat 
Wednesday 25th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 26th 8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at All Saints East Hanningfield 
Sunday 29th  Palm Sunday  
 10:00 am Family Service  
 following procession from the Green with donkey 
Monday 30th  Monday of Holy Week  
 9:30 am Morning Prayer 
 7:30 pm Stations, Compline and Meditation 
Tuesday 31st  Tuesday of Holy Week 
 9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea & Chat 
 7:30 pm Come Dine with Me,  
   a Passover meal with communion 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer  cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
In the midst of the trial of Jesus, 
as recorded in the Gospel of 

John, we hear Pontius Pilate 
declare – ‘I find no fault in this 
man.’ Yet still he demands that 
Jesus be scourged and then 
orders him to be dragged before 
the jeering crowd dressed in 
purple with a crown of thorns. 
Pilate sneers: ‘behold the man!’ 

Pilate is told that Jesus is 
seeking to usurp the rule of 
Caesar with his claim of kingly 

rule. But the kingdom of Jesus is 
not of this world. He is not an 
earthly political leader. His 
kingdom and his kingly rule 
represent the rule of God; a 
kingdom of justice, love and 
peace. Pilate has scorned Jesus 
when he said that he bore 
witness to the truth. With 
undisguised contempt Pilate 

retorted, ‘What is truth?’ 

The role of judge had demanded 
that Pilate be impartial. His task 
was to seek to discern right from 
wrong. He should not side with 
one side against the other. Yet 
Pilate evades his responsibility 
again and again. He has power 
to send Jesus to his death and 
power to set him free. Pilate is 
not pleased when Jesus informs 
him that beyond him and the 

might of Rome there is a greater 
power! 

This is the whole irony of the 

story as told by John. 
Increasingly it is Pilate who is 
exposed and alone. Outwardly it 
is the trial of Jesus yet as we 
observe the event we see that 
everyone and everything but 
Jesus is in fact on trial. 

We see Jesus condemned and 
put to death by crucifixion. This 
cruel punishment defies our 
imagination. The nails are 

hammered through wrists and 
heels with flesh torn and the 
naked body writhing like a 
scarecrow on the rough wood of 
the cross. It is death by slow and 
painful torture.  

Here the Prince of Glory suffered 
for the sins of the entire world in 
every age and in every place. 
Here the Prince of Peace felt lost 
even to his own heavenly Father 

as he cried: “My God, my God 
why have you forsaken me?” 
The Creator – “The Word made 
flesh “– takes upon himself the 
weight of the World’s evil and in 
love has reached to the heart of 
human darkness. 

It is to St Paul that we owe the 
interpretations that in his death 
‘Jesus emptied himself’ on the 
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cross; he became a servant, a 
slave and an outcast. At the 
cross of Jesus we see the place 
where the love of God reached 

into and beyond the worst of 
human darkness. Here is love to 
the uttermost. 

As we face the Cross of Jesus 
each person is confronted and 
judged. The truth of such a 
sublime love probes and 
searches our minds and our 
motives. Nothing is or can be 
hidden. This is the compassion 
of God, which strikes and in that 

action begins to heal through 
love. 

The Risen Lord whom we greet 
with joy on Easter Day bears the 
signs of his death. He shows the 
prints of the nails and the scars 
of the spear. For ours is still a 
suffering God. A God who lives in 
the dreadful agony of the pain of 
the world wherever and 
whenever there is suffering in 

our world. Yet we are healed and 

sent forth to live his life of love 
and self-giving. 

Easter Day is the time of joyful 

renewal that is reflected in that 
precious moment every time we 
receive the Bread and Wine. He 
heals and calls us too into the 
new creation of love for which he 
died. 

He died that we might be forgiven 
He died to make us good! 

Happy Easter to you! 
With best wishes to you, 

Terry 
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As you probably know both Rev 
Tony Matty and Rev Keith 

Plaister were the Priest-in-
Charge at both Sandon and East 
Hanningfield prior to Tony’s 
resignation (1999) and later 
Keith’s retirement in 2008. When 
Keith retired East Hanningfield 
decided to seek a non-
stipendiary (that is unpaid) priest 
and at the end of October 2008 
Rev Pam Pennell was licensed 
at East Hanningfield. In due 
course she left, due to ill health, 

and there was something of a 
discussion about what might 
happen at East Hanningfield. But 
by the end of 2013 Rev Susan 
Iskander was licensed at East 
Hanningfield but this time only 
for a limited period. This period 
of time expires in April 2015 and 
she is due to have her last 
service there 2 weeks after 

Easter. 

Whilst the above was happening 
a new Bishop of Chelmsford was 
appointed, Bishop Stephen 
Cottrell, who has been forming a 
new vision for the Diocese of 
Chelmsford. The Diocese of 
Chelmsford is nearly the same 
area as Essex but goes into 
London a bit more. Bishop 
Stephen has called this vision 
Transforming Presence because 

it is his aspiration that all the 
people of God will be present in 

such a way as to transform the 
situations they are in. It very 
much fits with what St Paul wrote 
to the Roman Christians in the 
first century. He writes a carefully 
crafted piece of Theology but 
then at Romans 12:1-2 
continues, “Therefore, I urge 
you, brothers and sisters, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God – this is 
your true and proper worship. Do 
not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is – his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.” A part 
of this document deals with how 
priests might be deployed and 
various sized groupings have 
been considering this. One 
aspect is that some churches 

might have a leader who is not a 
priest. 

So when Terry Brown read an 
announcement on Sunday 18th 
January that Mrs Christine 
Horton is to become the Minister
-in-Charge at East Hanningfield 
it is the start of something new in 
the Diocese of Chelmsford. 
Christine is a reader at Boreham 

A Lay Minister for All Saints, East Hanningfield 
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and has been joint chair of the 
local group of 22 churches, the 
Deanery, for many years. I 
understand that her appointment 

is the first of its kind in the 
Diocese. She is to be licensed at 
East Hanningfield by the Bishop 
on 21st April. Do keep Christine 
and East Hanningfield in your 
prayers as they approach and 
embark on this new phase of for 
both them and the whole church. 

Richard Cecil 

Ladies’ Breakfast 

 
Saturday 18th April 

Speaker  
Revd. Stephanie Gillingham 
Butts Green Garden Centre 
To book your place ring  

Janet  
on 01245 472997  

before Tuesday 14th April  

The Children’s Society 

This year’s total from the Box 
Holders was £273.00. I would 

like to thank you on behalf of the 
Society. 

The Children’s Society was 
founded in 1881 by Edward 
Rudolf, a young civil servant and 
Sunday school teacher. He was 
appalled by the conditions of 
many young people eking out an 
existence on the streets of 
Victorian London. It was 
originally known as the ‘Church 

of England Central Home for 
Waifs and Strays’. Many years 
later it became ‘The Church of 
England Children’s Society’. But 
due to the fact that by then there 
were links with the Church of 
Wales it was shortened to ‘The 
Children’s Society’. The work 
now consists of helping 
vulnerable young people to lead 
a better life by support, financial 
help and encouragement and 

trying to get as many youngsters 
as possible off the streets e.g. 
those who have run away 
through neglect or abuse. 

So please if you would like to 
help this very worthy cause do 
ask me for a box to put your 
loose change in. It’s surprising 
how it mounts up. 

Eileen Bartrup 
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Prayer 

The PCC have agreed to a 
group of us spending some time 

together in prayer for 
St Andrews, for our community 
and for the world. 

Bishop Stephen has urged 
Christians and churches to be 
more active in sharing God’s 
love with other people - our 
friends, our neighbours and all 
the people we meet. He knows, 
as we do, that we cannot do this 
in our own strength, but that we 

must seek help from our all 
powerful God. We know that the 
people of St Andrew’s already 
bring their prayers to our Father 
in heaven, but we do believe 
there is something special about 
praying together. 

We plan to meet on some 
Sundays before the morning 

service, perhaps 3 or 4 times 
each year. We will start at 8.30 
am with tea/coffee and toast and 
perhaps share some names and 

topics for prayer. We will pray at 
9.00 am for 30 minutes. There 
will be a time of quiet and a time 
for shared prayer out loud, if 
people wish, and then close with 
the Lord’s prayer and the Grace. 

We will offer prayer following the 
prayer calendar, for people who 
have requested prayer, for 
forthcoming projects and as we 

are guided on the day. 

The first session will be 1st 
March in the St Andrew’s Room. 
Everyone is welcome. Please 
come if you can. If you cannot be 
there but want to offer prayer 
support from home, please try to 
pray with us around 9.00 to 
9.30 am. 
 Judy Cecil 
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Mothering Day Service 

Sunday 15th March at 10:00am 

Come and join us as we 

celebrate Mother’s Day 

Come and receive a bunch of 
flowers for your mum and say 
thank you for all they do 

 

Concert on Saturday  

25th April 7.30pm 
St. Andrew’s Church 
Featuring the  
Boreham Ladies choir 

Tickets are £10 for adults £5 for 
children which includes wine and 
refreshments 
For tickets ring Terry on 698988 
or Christine on 281305 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
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First World War Diary 

This is a transcript of the diary of 
a London bus conductor, Henry 

George William Van Kempen, 
as he serves in the Army 100 
years ago. Please refer to the 
January magazine for a fuller 
introduction. 
The entries for March are:  

Monday 1 March  
Up at 6.30. Cold morning. Good-
break, dinner, tea,. Colonel's 
inspection of kit. General's 
inspection finished at 5 o/c. 

Played whist. 

Tuesday 2 March  
Fine morn. Missed 1st parade. 
Break 8 o/c. Parade 9 o/c till 1 o/
c. Route march. Dinner 1.30. 
Missed bathing parade. Tea 
5.30. Parade 7 o/c. Light march 
back at 9 o/c. Played whist until- 
bedtime. 

Wednesday 3 March  
Raining. Missed 1st parade. 
Break. 8 o/c. Parade 9 o/c till 
12.30. Dinner. Parade 2 o/c till 
3.30. Tea. L from L. ?? sent me 2 
pckts, fags. Played whist. 

Thursday 4 March  
Fine day. Missed 1st parade. 
Break 8 o/c. Parade 9 o/c till 
12.30. Dinner 1 o/c. Parade 1/4 
to 2 till 3.30. Tea 5 o/c, Parade 

6.15 till 8.30. Played whist until 
bedtime. 

Friday 5 March  
Fine day. First parade 7.15. 
Break at 8.15. Parade at 1/4 to 
9. Route march till 1.30. Finished
-up for the day. Played last game 
of whist. Orders to shift draft. 

Saturday 6 March  
Fine morning. Up at 4.30. 
Parade at 1/4 to 6. Pay 4/- (four 
shillings - 20 pence.) Draft left for 
France. Left Chatham at 8.35 got 
to Southampton 1.30. No 

change. On board the boat 3.30. 
Rough passage. Sick 3 times. 
Very cold all-night. Anchored off 
Havre untill 11 o/c Sunday. 75 
miles up river Streno???. Off 
boat 5.30. To Rouen. 5 mile walk 
to base. Raining hard under 
canvas at 8 o/c. Very cold 

Monday 8 March  
Up at 6 o/c. Very cold Snow. 
Medical inspection at base. Kit 

inspection. Postcard home. L to 
L. Very cold Snow. Break tea, 
cheese, jam. Dinner stew. Tea 
bread jam, butter. 

Tuesday 9 March  
Up at 6 o/c. Very cold Had to 
break ice on tubs to wash. 
Parade 7 o/c. Rifle inspection. 
Breakfast at 8 o/c. Paid 5F (5 
francs) - 4/2 (four shillings and 
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tuppence - 21 pence.) Dinner 1 
o/c. Tacked up. Left base at 
Rouen 2.30 to entrain for firing 
line. Arrived at Rouen station 

3.30. Left l0 to 6. Destination 
unknown till we arrive. Stations 
and places passed Birfur???, 
Seraquec??? (snowing.) 9 o/c. 
snack and doze. 

Wednesday 10 March  
Places missed through the night 
Point St. Arras, Audruico???, 
Rumheim???, St, Omer. 
Stopped to make tea. Had a 
wash from water they fill ???. 

Reneseure???, Hazebrouck???. 
Stopped here. Shook hands with 
French soldiers going up to firing 
line. Passed three train loads of 
wounded going home. Bailleul 
got off train here. 8 mile march to 
Loire. 2 mile from fire line. 
Rested at farm for dinner and tea 
B & B. Left here at 5 o/c for 
headquarters. Deserted farms 
just behind trenches. Slept here 

all night. Very cold 

Thursday 11 March  
Very cold Still in the farm. Rifle 
fire and guns very hot. Our 
company doing their turn in the 
trenches. Dinner bully b, biscuits. 
Digging reserve trench. Shells 
from each side wizzing over 
head all the time. One burst near 
our billet the farm and broke the 
window that was left. Very hot 

shellfire all afternoon. No tea. 
Guard all night. Bullets dropping 

each side and over head 

Friday 12 March  
Very hot rifle fire all night. Fine 
night, rather cold Friday on 
guard under fire all clay. Heavy 
artillery fire all clay. 
Bombardment all afternoon. One 
or two Jack Johnsons exploded 
very near. Shrapnell flying in all 
directions. Came off guard at 
5.30. Had to stand by for dug 
outs. Left for dugouts at 4 o/c. 
Under fire ad the time getting 

there. Stopped each time star 
shell went up. Arrived at dugouts 
about 12 o/c. Digging 
communication trench under fire 
from the enemy for an hour. PC 
home Hartley and Smith. 

Saturday 13 March  
Rather heavy fire from the 
dugouts. Sat in dugout all day 
cramped up in space about 4 
foot by 4. Heavy rifle and 

shellfire over head all day. 
Relieved about 10 o/c. 
Casualties 2 ??? 1 killed shot 
through the head in charging 
back to deserted farm for nights 
rest. Rum ??? to each man. One 
man shot in farm through the 
arm. 2 near squeaks. I had 
myself one passed the head and 
1 across feet. 
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Sunday 14 March  
In farm all day. Under heavy 
gunfire all day. Fire, no relief 
came. Had a wash in about 2 

pints of water 20 men. ??? on 
our right la Chappelle. 

Monday 15 March  
As no relief came we had to take 
rations up to the trenches at 1.30 
in the morning under fire. 
Rations bully b, ???, jam, 
cheese and water. got back 
about 4 o/c in the morning. Tot of 
rum each man then lie down in 
your full-pack to rest. Up again at 
8 o/c. Standing by for the rest of 
the day. Sat and played brag all 
day. Gun fire and rifle fire at 
intervals. As no relief came so 
we stand by to take over 
trenches and dugouts. 

Tuesday 16 March  
Started at 12 o/c midnight. 
Reached trenches at 1 o/c under 
rifle fire. On lookout all night. We 
hold trenches untill relief comes. 

Have now held trenches for 13 
days right of Very hot rifle fire all 
day. Relief came about 11 
Suffolks. Then we halt march 6 
miles Full-pack to a barn where 
we rested til morning. Dead beat. 

Wednesday 17 March  
Legs and feet feel very heavy 
this morning. Leaving farm at 
10.30 for inspection. Back again 

untill 5 o/c then marched into 
Loere??? to a place where they 
billeted us in a church not yet 
finished Lay on the ground Quite 

a treat to be away from the noise 
of gun and rifle fire. We can hear 
it but not so bad 

Thursday 18 March  
Loere??? Belgium. One parade 
in morning. Rifle exercise. 
Dinner bully beef stew. Parade 
after dinner 2 o/c. Bath carbolic 
water to kill chats. Had to march 
about 2 miles from Loere??? 
Baths about 8 feet square, Water 

the same colour as mud Doctor 
inspects you before you go in. 
Stand on stone and dirt floor to 
dry. 50 men go in together. 

Friday 19 March  
Parade 8 o/c. General’s 
inspection. One man awarded 
the DCM. Very cold Snowing. 
Been awake all-night coughing 
and sneezing. Caught fresh cold 
through bath. Been snowing 

here all night and bitter cold 
Band practised in our billet. Very 
nice to hear a bit of music after 
gun and rifle fire. Paid at 2 o/c 
5F (5 francs). Paraded at 6 o/c 
for night work making a trench. 
Very cold Snowing. Each man 
had to dig a hole 5 foot height 3 
feet wide 2 feet deep the old 
(whole?) battalion of about 1000 

men. Nothing very exciting. 
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Saturday 20 March  
Started back for Loere??? about 
2 o/c. Got back to Loere??? 4 o/
c in the morning. laid in till about 

11 o/c. Came back knocked 
Parade today at 3.15 to leave 
Loere??? for a barn between 
Diekebush??? and Loere???. 
Sleeping in the open on a bit of 
straw. Loere??? is between 
Ypres and Diekebush??? 

Sunday 21 March  
Still in barn. Fine day Sunday. 
Bombardment on and off by 
enemy. Isolated in this barn. 

Typhoid fever. ??????????? 
Still in open barn. 

Monday 22 March  
Up at 6 o/c. Still isolated in old 
barn while resting from 
trenches. Have to do two 
parades a day. Sleeping in barn 
used for cows and horses. Just 
a bit of straw thrown over the 
ground to lay an. Smell awful My 
new friends started to keep me 

lively. Card to Mr. Smith, home, 
Holloway letter, L, Martin 
Shapley. 

Tuesday 23 March  
Answer to L March 14. Field 
cards to Bennison?, Saunter, 
Harty. Up at 6 o/c. Parade at 9 
o/c. Dinner stew b b. Shifted 
from barn at 8 o/c in the evening 
for another barn in 

Diekebusch??? about 1 mile 
from trenches. Sleeping in barn 
over pig stye. Another nice smell 
To get here was a five mile 

march in the rain, full pack. Got 
one blanket issued out to sleep 
in. They are lousey. 

Wednesday 24 March  
Box of fags Mrs. Hartley. Card to 
L and H. Up at 6 o/c. Breakfast 
b b, cheese, tea. Weather fair. 
Dinner b b stew, slice of bread 
per man. Raining. Leaving barn 
for trenches tonight. Five mile 
march through Diekebusch??? 

to trenches St. Eloi. Pouring a 
rain. Sweating like a bull Sit in 
trench all night in the rain. Wet 
through. Very cold Some 
casualties. Went to 
headquarters for ammunition, 
about 1 o/c morn. 

Thursday 25 March  
Still in trench. Raining. Very cold 
Up to your knees in mud and 
water. Shivering all day. Very 

cold Nothing to drink only water 
got from mud pools. Shifted to 
trench further in from fire line. 
Very cold frosty night. Some 
casualties. 

Friday 26 March  
Still in fire trench Rough time. 
Shell and rifle grenades. 2 badly 
wounded one killed Hot fire all 
day. Still very cold. In again all 
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night makes 3 days and nights in 
right off Buried poor chap that 
was killed at night just as he was 

dressed 

Saturday 27 March  
Very frosty night and very cold 
Cannot feel hands and feet. 
Went out just before dawn 
listening patrol Bitterly cold 
Enemy gave us a very warm 
time. Hot shell and rifle grenade 
fire. Relieved about 11 o/c. got to 
our resting place about 2 o/c 

Sunday morning. 

Sunday 28 March  
Done up. Sleeping in a stable. 
Shelled where we was resting. 
Moved into other billets. 2 L from 
L. I L Tom. Fags Ern. 

Monday 29 March  
Letter wrote Sunday to ??? Mr. 
Hartley. 2 to L posted Monday. In 
other billet put on billet guard 24 
hours after doing 72 hours right 
off in the trenches. Then the 

punishment if you are caught 
asleep on your post death, This 
is what you do in your rest time, 
guards and taking rations and 
engineers goods barbed wire up 
to the trenches. you are under 
fire all the time and many have 
lost there lives this way. It a 
wonder as many came out as 
what there was on this last turn 
in the trenches They shelled us 

without mercy. Heavy firing going 
on all day. Guard all night. 

Tuesday 30 March  
Joined the machine gun section 
as in our last term in the 
trenches we lost 3 off the gun 2 
wounded by shell and killed by 
shot. Leaving our resting billet 
for the trenches tonight. About 5 
miles walk to trench through St. 
Eloi. The trench runs through the 
Calleys??? farm. Farm blown to 
pieces. Plenty of dead cattle 
laying about and many a poor 

comrade's grave outside. 

Wednesday 31 March  
Trench very cold all night. No 
casualties. Fine day but 
water ??? cold No use for the 
gun just rifle fire to let them know 
we are still awake. Plenty of 
shells over. In trench all night. 
Again very cold. 

Our Page - more from P30 

What did I get for my history 
test?  
Well, first the good news – you 
spelled your name correctly. 
Teacher: You missed school 
yesterday, didn't you? 
Pupil: Not real l y.  
What do elves learn in school? 
The elf-abet.  
Answers: 1.Mathemat ics  2.History 

3.English  4.French  5.Art  6.Chemistry  

7.Games 
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Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting  
Sunday 19th April following the 
10:00 am service 

What is this ? 
This is the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting which is an 
open meeting for all the 
members of the church who are 

on the Church Electoral Roll. 

Should I go ? 
Yes!! At this meeting you can 
vote as to who you would like to 
be the Churchwardens and who 
can be on the PCC (Parochial 
Church Council). The PCC deals 
with all the developments and 
business that the church has to 
do, so it is important that you 
know who is a member. 
It is also an opportunity to hear 
about the Deanery, the church 
Finances, our church building 
and what we do for mission in 
our community and farther afield. 
The Priest in Charge and church 
groups prepare reports and 
these help us to know more 
about what goes on in our 
church. 

Do please come and support you 

Church in Sandon 
This will be followed by a Bring 
and Share Lunch  

Terry 
 

Sunday 22nd March 
6:30pm at St Andrews Church 

A service of music and readings 
with the choirs of St. Andrew’s 
Sandon and All Saints 
Springfield. All welcome. 

Comedy Corner 

If lawyers are disbarred and 
clergymen defrocked, then 
doesn't it follow that electricians 
can be delighted, musicians 
denoted, cowboys deranged, 

models deposed, tree surgeons 
debarked, and dry cleaners 
depressed?  

If people from Poland are called 
Poles, then why aren't people 
from Holland called Holes? 

If a pig loses its voice, is it 
disgruntled? 

Why isn't the number 11 

pronounced onety-one? 

Submitted by David Farrar 
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St Andrew’s, Sandon have 
decided to enter the Best Kept 

Churchyard Competition this 
year. 

To that end we hope to tidy the 
church yard and we are hoping 
that some volunteers will assist 
with the work for its preparation. 
If you are one such please join 
us on Saturday 14th March from 
9:30 am. We hope that some will 
wish to undertake the work on a 
particular part of the church yard 

so that they need not be tied to a 
time when others are working in 
the church yard. But we also 
hope to have a time on a 
Saturday morning each month. 
Please come on Saturday 14th if 
at all possible. This will precede 
a Lenten lunch in the church. 

We have a large churchyard in 
Sandon full of many trees, in 
fact, about 45 in total. Not many 

churchyards now-a-days have so 
many trees and, 
particularly 
unusual ones, 
including a 
glorious Indian 
Bean, a Twisted 
Hazel (known as 
the Harry Lauder 
tree after his 
twisted walking 

stick), an Iron broom, a row of 
Limes and a large Canadian 

Maple, each bringing something 
special to the churchyard. 

Many of the graves are old and 
are very interesting and some of 
the family names on them have 
descendants still living in the 
village. As this is an open 
churchyard a great many of the 
new ones are beautifully tended 
by family members. We also 
have a lovely Garden of 

Remembrance where people 
often sit for some quiet moments 
and thoughts. 

Every month, from Spring 
onwards, we have a group of 
people who come and work 
together on a Saturday morning. 
This is always a very happy 
gathering and tea is provided. 
Unfortunately none of us are 
very young and cannot do as 

much as we used to. We are 
fortunate to 
have four 
people who 
come and cut 
all the grass (it 
would be too 
much for one 
person), and, 
as you can 
image, some 

Gardening Hands 
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summers it needs to be cut very 
often. 

We are lucky to have a former 
judge of the competition to help 
us with all the rules and 

regulations and the future plans 
for the churchyard that we have 
to submit. We also have two 
people able to give advice on the 
plants, trees and landscaping, 
and I have volunteered to 
organise and oversee the 
manual work. Although we would 
like a regular group of volunteers 
we will be grateful for any time 
given. Those that know me will 
know that I often go down to the 

church yard to work on my own 
for a couple of hours. I find this 
very rewarding and one can 
either have peace and quiet and 
see all the wildlife and wonder at 
God's work or enjoy the 
company of others tending their 
family graves or just walking 
through the churchyard. 

Christine Mennie 
Pictures taken by David Farrar 

 

Tuesday Morning 
Communion at 9:30am  

This is followed by Tea and Chat 
We meet every Tuesday in St. 

Andrews Room from 10.15 am 

All are welcome to come along 
and join us. You are guaranteed 
a warm welcome and to feel a 
valued member of the group. 
It’s a great opportunity to spend 
an enjoyable morning meeting 
new people over a cuppa. 

Some weeks we have a short 
talk or presentation with the 
occasional quiz, Beetle Drive but 

most of all we do enjoy each 
other’s company. 
There is no cost but donations 
are welcome. Hope to see you 
soon. 

Odd Subtitle 
Butte on you toes instead of 

Butter on your toast. 
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Lent course begins on 
Wednesday 25th February  
We will be looking afresh at the 
Ten Commandments. 
Evening begins at 7:00 pm with 
a light hot meal followed at 
7:30 pm with a cup of tea or 
coffee. Those who do not want 
the meal should arrive at 
7:30 pm. The evening will consist 
of worship, a short DVD, 
listening to interviews and 
discussion. The evening will 
finish at 9:00 pm. 

Please sign up on the list at the 
back of the church in order for us 
to cater for food.  

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests for 

this magazine should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10th of the month preceding 
publication. 

Registers 

Funeral Register 
We commend to God’s care 
4th February Theresa Frost
 at Chelmsford Crematorium 

Baptism Register 
We welcome into God’s family 
8th February 

Milleigh Rose Bellany 
 

 
 

Saturday 14th March  
12 - 1.30pm  

Lent Lunch 
St. Andrew’s Room 

All are welcome to this event 

 

Sandon Village Hall 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 14th April at 8:15pm  
in the Village Hall 

All welcome to attend. 
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Normally this would be a quieter 
time of the year on an arable 

farm, a time for machinery and 
building maintenance, and for 
repair work to be done. Not so 
with sheep to lamb. We run three 
flocks of sheep.   

1) Winter lambing flock. This is 
an intensive system where the 
ewes are housed and are cared 
for day and night by young 
shepherds, many of whom are 
veterinary students who gain 

valuable hands on experience. 
All the ewes lamb within ten 
days, starting at Christmas time. 
(The gestation period of a ewe is 
between 21 and 22 weeks). 
Ewes have two teats, so in an 
ideal world you want each to 
deliver twins. It is not unusual for 
triplets and occasionally 
quadruplets to be born and the 
strongest lamb would then be 
fostered onto a ewe with a single 

lamb. The lambs start to take 
solid food at two weeks, but 
continue to run with their 
mothers. Any orphaned lambs 
are reared on an ad-lib 
powdered milk system. All the 
lambs are slaughtered at about 
12 weeks going directly to be 
butchered, avoiding the hassle 
and stress of a livestock market.   

2) Spring flock. These lamb 
inside in March and go quickly 

onto grass, with little 
concentrated food, but of course 
mature much more slowly at 
about 16 weeks.   

3) Ewe lambs. These are next 
year’s mothers. They are fed 
mainly on turnips through the 
winter and live outside; the 
amount of grazing is controlled 
with an electric fence; the turnips 
becoming much more palatable 

after a frost. The land is 
immediately ploughed behind the 
sheep and prepared for the 
sowing of spring beans. The 
breeds of rams that we use are 
Suffolk, Texel, Charolais and 
Hampshire Down. The Suffolk 
lambs are heavier when born, 
weighing approximately 5kg 
each.  

It has been an exceptionally wet 

winter and even with good 
drainage the fields are 
waterlogged in places making 
land work difficult. All our land 
work is governed by the weather, 
so we have to wait and see what 
comes our way and be prepared. 

Gillian Speakman  
(with help from her son Richard 

and Bernard Richmond) 

Farming Today Winter 2015 

Sandon Parish Magazine March 2015 Page 21 

Quiz Report 

Thanks go to all who supported 
our quiz on 31st January. Even 

though it was freezing cold we 
managed to get 12 teams in the 
Hall and this helped raise £530 
for Church and Fabric Funds. 
The winning team (table 2) was 
led by Genda Wright and they 
scored a magnificent total of 
123½ points. The next three 
teams scored 117, 116 and 115½ 
points so it was a very close run 
thing for second, third and fourth 
places! Second was Marjorie 

Ferguson’s team on table 1, third 

the ‘Wheelers’ on table 6 and 
fourth Christine Mennie’s team 
on table 5. 
The Quizmaster and Scorer jobs 

were well performed by Terry 
and Caroline Brown with the 
raffle covered by Dennis and 
Janet Terry with help from Anna 
Cosby. 
If you would like to get a team for 
the next Quiz please start now! 
This should be towards the end 
of this year!  
Again many thanks to all 12 
teams for your support. 

David Farrar, Ticket Salesman 
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On the 17th of January, our ladies 
met for breakfast at Butts Green 
Garden Centre. Despite a hard 
frost, this was well attended, with 
eighteen ladies braving the cold. 
Breakfast was a full English, with 
lashings of tea and chat. Our 
hosts put a lovely spread on and 
were more than happy to help 
and accommodate special 

requests. Thank you for the 
coffee. 
This was followed by our 
speaker, Rev Carolyn Tibbott  of 
St Mary with St Leonard in 
Broomfield, who spoke of 
Ministry and her calling, whether 
as an Avon Lady or as an 
ordained minister. Her anecdotes 
and tales, which included our 
very own Terry as an RE teacher, 

were refreshing, thought 
provoking and poignant. 
Thanks must go to, Caroline for 
speaking, the ladies for their 
breakfast, and Judy and 
Christine for their organisation. 
A thoroughly good time was had 
by all. Anna Crosby 

Caption Competition 

Pat and Chris Eden came up with the following captions for this picture, 
published in January’s magazine. Thank you.  
Just like Nelson, he lost his eye too. 
Sorry Sarge, I must have dropped off. 
They will nick anything nowadays. 
Someone's confused by "I before E 
except after C". 
Yet more police cutbacks. 
Who has a wandering eye? 
Did they pinch the white lines too? 
What don't I spy with my little eye? 

Ladies Breakfast 
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When I was shipwrecked 

Some fictional writing 

I couldn’t breathe; the water had 
filled my lungs, my eyes, my 
body. It was all I could think 
about, my spluttering shattered 
the silence, for it was silent 
apart from the waves lapping 
the shore. The swimming and 
the horror of the night before 
had left my body weak, so after 
reaching land, I drifted in and 
out of sleep, yet, I don’t know for 
how long. I woke clinging to a 

rock, the morning sunlight 
warming my face. There were 
birds overhead, all singing, and 
yet it was one particular crow’s 
sound that made me alert. That 
made me think; the shipwreck, 
the storm, Sebastian. It all came 
flooding back (no pun intended), 
and my misery overtook me. I 
just sat and cried. 

After what seemed like minutes, 

but must have been hours 
because the sun in the sky had 
moved position, I became 
vaguely aware of my 
surroundings. I was on shore of 
what looked like an island; just 
to my right were great cliffs, a 
castle on the top, a flagpole 
above that, showing I was in 
Illyria. In my mind though, it 
became even clearer as to 

where I was, after everything I 
had read in the paper recently. 
This was the mighty kingdom of 
Illyria, the land of the beasts. My 

energy, or what I now realise 
was probably adrenaline, gave 
me new thought power, and I 
began looking for a place of 
refuge, as I knew I couldn’t stay 
on this open beach. I scrambled 
up, my body only giving out 
once to weakness, as I began 
making my way slowly but 
surely towards a little house on 
a hill in the distance. It was then 
that I decided I would get past 

this. That I WOULD survive. I 
would fight the wild beasts that 
live here, and I would find 
enough food to live on. I would 
do what I had to, even if it meant 
putting the memory of my 
brother to the back of my mind. 

Antonia Platt 
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Lynton Lamb Exhibition 

Diana Gilder, Reg & Peggy 
Bush’s daughter, writes: 
Thanks to the magazine and 
Janet Underwood for alerting me 
to the Lynton Lamb exhibition at 
the Chelmsford museum, I shall 
certainly try to go and see it. 
Sandon Church owes Lynton 
Lamb a great deal, not only his 
painting of St Andrew, but also 
elements of the lady 
chapel, the wonderful 
line drawing of the 
church from the East 

which adorned the 
front of the magazine 
for many years and I 
believe the crib 
figures and the 
repainting of St 
Andrew and St 
Alban. And does his 
beautiful painting of 
the church porch still 

hang in the vestry? 

He, in fact, moved to Sandon in 
1940 and married Biddy Morgan; 
her father was Rector of Great 
Waltham. ‘Lamb’ was 
churchwarden at the same time 
as my father and his son James 
was a server. I remember him 
always impeccably dressed, a 
tweed suit in winter, a linen one 
in summer, with a rosebud 

button hole. 

Although Sandon churchgoers 
might know him through his 
painting, it is really as an 
illustrator that he is valued in the 

art world. Your readers might like 
to know of two books ‘Lynton 
Lamb – Illustrator’ by George 
Mackie, (Sandon Church taking 
pride of place) and Lamb's own 
‘County Town : Backs and Fronts 
in Kennelsford’. Kennelsford is in 
fact Chelmsford and the book is 

a wonderful and 
amusing picture of 
the town in the 
1940s with Lamb's 

text and 61 line 
drawings. 

Edward and I are 
fortunate enough to 
have a Lamb 
painting, given to us 
on our wedding - the 
view to Danbury Hill 
from his home, I 
have also inherited 

a water colour of Rose Cottage, 

painted by Ted Wells (a former 
chair of Sandon Parish Council – 
ed.). 

Readers may like to search out 
the Lamb gravestone (pictured), 
in Sandon churchyard, designed 
by the man himself, using his 
own lettering style. 
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Do you shop online? 
Help to raise money for St 
Andrew’s shopping online 
If you shop online there’s now an 

easy and free way for you  to 
support St Andrew’s. 
We’ve teamed up with ‘easy fund 
raising’ who provide a shopping 
directory listing some of your 
favourite online stores. 
Hundreds of popular 
retailers are 
participating including 
Argos, Next, 
Debenhams, John 
Lewis, Toys R Us, 
M&S and over 2000 
others.  
All you need to do is go 
to the church website  
(www.sandon-
church.info) and use the 
link ‘Click for Easy Fund 
Raising’ to sign up. The 
retailer will then give St Andrew's 
up to 15%  of every purchase you 
make – it’s that simple! 
It doesn’t cost a penny extra to 
shop and raise funds in this way, 
and you can even save money 
as many retailers give exclusive 
discounts, special offers and 
even 'e-vouchers' exclusive to 
‘easy fund raising’. 
Follow the instructions below to 
find out how. 
 

It's as easy as 1-2-3: 
1. Go to  
www.sandon-church.info and 
register for FREE!  
2. Once you are registered, use 
the links on the ‘easy fund 
raising’ site to go to your 
favourite online shops and shop 
in the usual way.  
3. Every time you shop onl ine, 
go to www.sandon-church.info to 
go to the easy fund raising 
website and use their links to 

visit your favourite 
shops.  

Let's say you want to 

buy a pair of shoes 
from John Lewis. 
Instead of going to 
johnlewis.com directly, 
you first go to 
easyfundraising.org.uk. 
From the ‘easy fund 
raising’ site, click 
through to John Lewis 
to make your 
purchase. This tells 

John Lewis you came from ‘easy 

fund raising’. The price of the 
shoes is exactly the same. 
After you buy your shoes, John 
Lewis will give you a cash 
reward that you can turn into a 
donation for your good cause. 
‘Easy fund raising’ collect this 
and send it on at no extra cost. 

Happy Shopping! 
Nick Bobeldijk PCC Treasurer 

The roof in need 
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Annual Church reports 
Ian Underwood summarises the 

main points. 

The Annual Church Meeting will 
take place on Sunday 19th April 
when the Priest-in-Charge, the 
Churchwardens, Treasurer and 
members of the various church 
organisations report on their 
activities during the year and 
outline plans for the future. 
What did happen at St Andrew’s 
during the year? A lot! In addition 
to meeting for the regular pattern 
of Sunday and weekday worship 

we met for many special events 
including:  
Choral Evensong in March when 
the choir was joined by the choir 
of St Mary’s Maldon;  
On Palm Sunday the uniformed 
organisations lined the church 
path waving palm branches 
whilst the congregation was led 
up the path by a donkey;  
Easter Day saw a marvellous 
display of spring flowers, a 

superb service and tea and 
cakes;  
A group visited Queens’ College 
Cambridge and sang Evensong 
in the College Chapel;  
Tea on the Green and Songs of 
Praise with Chelmsford Salvation 
Army Band attracted around 180 
people;  
Remembering the start of World 
War One on 4th August with an 

exhibition and a special evening 
service remembering all who 
have died in war;  
In September the ‘Friends of 

Sandon Church’ was launched. 
This was followed by an 
excellent concert by the 
’Southend Girls and Boys Choir’;  
A Children’s Party was held in 
October;  
We also held a Jumble Sale, 
Sponsored walk, Fete, BBQ, 
Harvest Festival and Christmas 
Fayre. 

The following are extracts from 

the Churchwardens Fabric 
Report covering last year. 
Porch Roof Fol low ing the theft 
of lead from the porch roof a 
repair of the masonry and 
replacement of the lead with an 
alternative substance was 
carried out successfully.  
The Main Roofs The 
Quinquennial Report covering 
the 5 yearly inspection of the 
fabric of the Church by our 

Church Architect stated that two 
stretches of roofs were in need 
of repair. Specifically, these are 
the two slopes between the 
main roof and the North 
Chapel roof which are joined 
by a box lead gutter. The 
gutter needs to be replaced and 
both roofs retiled after a careful 
inspection of possible damage 
underneath the tiles. For this we 
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will need to raise about £50,000 
to cover all eventualities. 
To initiate this Rev Terry Brown 
suggested that we form a 

‘Friends of Sandon’ Group 
formed from several PCC 
members and volunteers from 
across the Parish. Both 
Churchwardens and Terry are 
now ‘Friends’ committee 
members together with John 
Willsmer, Richard Speakman, 
Darren Chaplin, John Gruby and 
Andy Hilton. Starting the Friends 
group in September 2014 and 
holding Open Days at Church 

plus ‘Lambing Live’ at Richard 
and Sally Speakman’s farm has 
enabled The Friends to raise 
over £6,000 by the year end. 
There are now over 60 members 
of the Friends who have joined 
for Life or are paying 
membership on an Annual Basis. 
We look forward to getting many 
more supporters this coming 
year. Please help and join us this 
year. 
A small committee, mainly from 
the PCC, have now put in a bid 
for financial support from the 
‘Listed Places of Worship’ Roof 
Repair Fund which is part of the 
National Heritage Memorial Fund 
and supported by The 
Department for Culture, Media 
and Sports. The deadline was 
31st January and we hope to 
hear a result by the end of March 

2015. This has suddenly come 
about following George 
Osborne’s Autumn Statement 
offering a special fund of £15 

million to support places of 
worship in the UK for the repair 
of roofs and rainwater goods on 
vulnerable Churches. We hope 
to raise about 80% of the 
refurbishment costs through 
charity funding. 
Churchyard Trees Work has 
been completed on removing 
two trees. 
Church Electrics The required 
5 yearly inspection was done in 

September 2014 by Danbury 
Electrics. 
New Notice Board The old 
decayed notice board was 
replaced. 
Churchyard This year start ing 
in April 2015 we expect to take 
part in the ‘Best Kept 
Churchyard’ Competition. We 
invite all helpers from Sandon 
and surrounding areas to help us 
in this enterprise. You will be 

made very welcome! 
Overall, the Church Fabric costs 
for the year amounted to about 
£6,000. This together with the 
need to Repair the Church roof 
soon illustrates how important 
the ‘Friends of Sandon’ Church 
will be for supporting the Church 
Fabric Costs in the long-term! 

David Farrar, Churchwarden 
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Sandon WI Report 

In February we met on a 
miserable dull afternoon, but the 

meeting was far from dull. Our 
speakers told us all about 
Danbury Palace. John Bowen 
gave us the history of the Palace 
from 1790 until the present time. 
Caroline Lambert then told us all 
about Danbury Palace Babies, 
as she herself was born there. It 
became a maternity hospital 
between 1939 and 1948 and 
over 2000 babies were born 
there. Some were from the local 

areas, but the first mothers were 
brought from the East End of 
London. The care of the mothers 
and babies was very good as 
even premature ones, like 
Caroline, were cared for very 
well and did not have to transfer 
to St. Johns Hospital. One set of 
triplets was born there as well as 
twins. The talks were 
accompanied by some very 
interesting slides of the 

conditions and are used at talks 
to see if anyone can identify any 
of the people shown. There are 
now twice yearly reunions of 
these babies and any new 
information is gratefully received 
by Caroline. The Palace became 
part of Anglia University, but is 
now being converted into flats. 
Everyone agreed it was a very 

interesting talk. 

The Quilting group are starting 
their maple leaf project and 
several other members have 
shown an interest in joining us. 

We had some lovely news from 
our New Zealand WI friends and 
they have just taken part in their 
quilting competition and sent us 
photos of what they had done. It 
just goes to show no matter 
where in the world WI members 
meet we do a lot of the same 
things. One of our members has 
recently visited New Zealand 
and telephoned our Milson WI 
friends to convey our good 

wishes to them all. 

Looking forward to the spring, 
the members are now working 
on their exhibits for our April 
show – we hope. The keep fit 
and craft and chat groups are 
ongoing and popular with the 
Sandon ladies who attend. 

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month in Sandon village 

hall at 2pm. You are assured of a 
warm welcome if you would like 
to join us. 

Dorothy Gray 
01245 223609 
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Ebola Outbreak Updates-
February 5, 2015 

I received this from Thomas, our 

Kenyan friend, working in Sierra 
Leone. It gives an insight into 
how the crisis is emerging and 

being managed. Richard Cecil 

Discharged Cases 
Total Survived and Discharged 
Cases = 2,204 
New Cases 
New Confirmed cases =  13  as 
follows: 
Kailahun = 0, Kenema = 0, Kono 

= 0, Bombali = 1, Kambia = 2, 
Koinadugu = 0, Port Loko = 8, 
Tonkolili = 0, Bo = 0, Bonthe = 0, 
Moyamba = 0, Pujehun = 0, 
Western Area Urban = 1, 
Western Area Rural = 1, Missing 
= 0 

Note: To continue receiving 
hazard pay, Ebola Response 
Workers in Koinadugu District 
are asked to report to one of the 

following sites that is close to 
their work location on February 
6th for the re-verification 
exercise.  The re-verification 
sites in Bombali District are: 
Kabala Town; Sinkunia; Mongo; 
Kandembaia and Neya 2. SMS 
messages with exact locations 
will be sent to all ERWs. 
Please ensure you come to one 
of the locations with your 

supervisors. For more questions, 
please call 077775775. 

Cumulative Cases 
Cumulative confirmed cases =  
8,111  as follows: Kailahun = 
565, Kenema = 502, Kono = 
247, Bombali = 992, Kambia = 
161, Koinadugu = 104, Port Loko 
= 1,348, Tonkolili = 449, Bo = 
314, Bonthe = 5, Moyamba = 
206, Pujehun = 31, 
Western Area Urban = 2,048, 
Western Area Rural = 1,125, 
Missing = 14 
National Ebola Response Centre (NERC) 
Media and Communications Office 
Block 1 Former Special Court 
Complex, Jomo Kenyatta Road 
Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
Website: www.nerc.sl 
Cumulative Deaths 
Total cumulative confirmed death 
is 2,949 
Probable cases = 287 
Probable deaths = 208 
Suspected cases = 2,447 
Suspected deaths = 158 

Ebola Virus Disease Situation 
Report provided by: The Ministry 
of Health and Sanitation For 
more information, please 
contact: District level: District 
Health Management Team 
National level: Directorate of 
Disease Prevention and Control 
E.mail: dpcsurveillance@gmail.com 
Website:  www.health.gov.sl 



Sandon Parish Magazine March 2015 Page 30 

Men’s Breakfast  
The Full English Breakfast 
provided at the Crown on 7th 
February was to say the least 

‘full’! We recommend it!  
Our guest speaker, Rev. Steve 
Spencer, a colleague of Terry 
Brown, regaled us entertainingly 
with his life story from City 
financial trader, with the riches 
associated with that job, and 
then through his sudden change 
in direction and his decision to 
be a priest with different targets 
and a new ‘Boss’. 
Steve’ s father worked in the City 

and, even though Steve failed all 
of his ‘O’ levels, he managed to 
push his way up the company 
chain starting as a ‘runner’, to be 
a City Trader who was 
recognised by his peers as ‘good 
at his job’. Coincidentally Linda, 
his wife- to- be went to the same 
school, worked at the same 
company and after marriage they 
had three children and 
everything seemed set for a 

‘normal’ remunerative life. 
They had never been Church 
goers at all; but this all changed 
when they had their third child 
baptised in Church, mainly 
because they would then have a 
huge party to celebrate the 
baptism with friends and family 
afterwards. However they were 
both struck by the friendliness of 
the Church’s congregation who 

seemed to be genuinely very 
pleased to welcome them in! So, 
they went back the following 
week, and then the week after 
that, and then, after a while, they 
decided to get confirmed. Steve 

moved jobs and did very well. 
One particular year. He expected 
a large bonus as he had made 
the company millions. But he 

prayed that the bonus would not 
be too big because he did not 
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enjoy trading so much now as in 
the past. The bonus was poor 
and Steve then realised that God 
had been watching over him and 

his family from the beginning and 
that God had a plan for him and 
this was not to be a trader! He 
was beginning to realise that 
God was the way to go. This 
produced a fiery negative 
reaction from his father. In due 
course Steve lost interest in the 
trading job and cheerfully left 
that type of employment. From 
this time his faith increased and 
he decided to apply for training 

for ministry and to take a degree, 
which he passed, and then he 
was ordained as a Priest. 
He had good memories of 
Laurie, Bishop of Bradwell laying 
hands on him at his Ordination 
and Laurie having to wipe the 
excessive hair gel away! He had 
to do this several times! 

Steve started his talk reciting a 
verse from Psalm 46, verse 10 
as a part of his well thumbed 
Bible which reads ‘He says, “Be 

still and know that I am God; I 
will be exalted among the 
Nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth.”’ This had inspired him 
through the difficult times and he, 
with support all the time from his 
wife, is now vicar of St Laurence 
and All Saints, Eastwood which 
is the Church right next to the 
extended runway at Southend 
airport. He was saying that they 
had enjoyed seeing the Battle of 

Britain flights taking off right 
there in front of them. 
Steve had traced for us how God 
had led him and his wife from 
being a trader with no exam 
success to a vicar and degree 
and a ministry! 
God works in mysterious ways! 

Richard Cecil 
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Plot to Pot 

‘Happiness held is the seed; 
Happiness shared is the flower.’ 

John Harrigan 
Delphinium – Lark’s Claw 

Flower Meaning – Big Hearted 

Delphiniums 
are beautiful, 
stately cottage 
garden flowers. 
They are one 
of the few 
plants 

producing true 
blue flowers. 
The tall spikes 
have a colour 
range which 
includes pale 
and dark blues, 
purple, lilac, 
pink and white. 
They add 
height and line 
to pedestal 

arrangements. 

Delphiniums are perennial 
plants, flowering year after year. 
Seeds are sown from January to 
March under cover for flowering 
in the same year. Alternatively 
seeds can be sown directly into 
the border soil in May to July to 
flower the following year. There 
are many varieties available to 

grow from seed including ‘Magic 
Fountain’. 

Germination of Delphinium seed 

can be improved by chilling the 
seed in the fridge for two weeks 
prior to sowing. Prepare seed 
trays with moist seed compost. 

The seeds are 
large enough 
to space 
evenly, 
making sure 
there is plenty 
of space 
between each 

emerging 
plant. 
Alternatively, 
the seeds can 
be sown, one 
per cell, into 
individual 
modules. 
Place in a 
warm, light 
position. A 
temperature of 

between  

13 - 21°C (55-70°F) is required 
for germination. 

Germination is usually between 
21 - 40 days. When the 
seedlings have two true leaves, 
prick them out into seed trays 
filled with potting compost. They 
need to be spaced 8cm/3” apart 
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and the temperature can be 
reduced. The seedlings will need 
to be acclimatised to the outside 
conditions prior to planting into 

the border from mid-April 
onwards once the plant is a 
good size but not pot bound. 
Hardening off can be done by 
placing outside during the day 
and bringing the plants back in 
during the evening for a week. 
Then leave them outside 
continuously for a few days 
before planting out at a spacing 
of 45 – 60 cm (18” – 24”) apart. 
Delphiniums prefer a sunny 

position. Incorporate some well-
rotted compost into the border 
soil before planting. 

Protection from slugs and snails 
will be required, especially early 
on when the foliage is young. 
There are a variety of methods, 
including the use of slug pellets, 
copper bands, Nematodes or 
vigilant hand picking in the 
evening by torch light. Use your 

preferred method! 

As Delphiniums are tall plants, 
they will need staking before 
they get too tall. Stake each 
plant with a cane or twiggy 
sticks. 

Flowers will begin to appear in 
mid-August from an early 
sowing. Care is needed when 

cutting as all parts of the 
Delphinium are poisonous. The 
stems are hollow and must be 
placed in a bucket of water as 

soon as they are cut. The stems 
can be filled with water and a 
plug of cotton wool inserted into 
the open end to maintain a flow 
of water to the top of the flower 
spike. 

The plants will need to be cut 
down in autumn so slug 
defences will be needed from 
early in the following spring too. 
Feed the plants the following 

spring with a balanced fertiliser 
and mulch mid-season after the 
flowering. 

The Greeks believed that 
Delphiniums had magical 
powers! 

Lesley Worboys 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays etc. 

• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 
designs 

• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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St Angela  

It is not that long ago that most 
girls never had the chance to be 
educated. But one determined 
woman started the process, and 

her name was Angela Merici. 
She was born in Italy on 24 
March 1474.  Both her parents 
died when she was only 10, and 
then when Angela was 13 her 
elder sister died too, which led 
her to dedicate her life to God. 
When she was only 22 she 
started a school for young girls in 
her home town and this was so 
successful that she was invited 
to start schools in other places. 

Her faith led her to make 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land and 
to Rome.  

It was when she was in Rome in 
1524 that she suddenly lost her 
sight. Pope Clement VII asked 
her to stay in Rome to take 
charge of an order of nursing 
nuns but she refused and went 
home to Brescia. When she was 

almost 60 she started the Order 
of St Ursula, which is still 
involved in teaching today. Even 
though she was blind, St Angela 

Merici had a vision of what was 
possible with God’s help. 

School Subjects 
This timetable has the lessons 

scrambled up – can you unravel the 
school subjects? Answers on P 30.  

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 

Period 1 CATESTHAMIM 

Period 2 ROYTHIS 

Period 3 GHELSIN 

Period 4 CHNFER 

LUNCH 

Period 5 RAT 

Period 6 MYITCHERS 

Period 7 MESAG 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 
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Sunday 29th  Palm Sunday  
 10:00 am Family Service following procession from  
   the Green with donkey 
Monday 30th  Monday of Holy Week  
 9:30 am Morning Prayer 
 7:30 pm Stations, Compline and Meditation 
Tuesday 31st  Tuesday of Holy Week 
 9:30 am Holy Communion then Tea & Chat 
 7:30 pm Come Dine with Me,  
   a Passover meal with communion 
Wed 1st April Wednesday of Holy Week 
 9:30 am Morning Prayer 
 10:00 am – 12:30 pm Children’s Easter Workshop 
 7:00 pm Final Pilgrim Course  
   on the Ten Commandments 
Thu 2nd April  Maundy Thursday 
 9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
 11:00 am Chrism Service  at Chelmsford Cathedral 
 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist and  
  stripping of altars and watch until 11:30 pm 
Fri 3rd April  Good Friday  
 9:30 am Morning Prayer and Stations of the Cross 
 11:00 am United Service in Chelmsford High Street 
 2:00 pm The Foot of the Cross Service  
   of meditations and hymns and silence 
Sun 5th April Easter Day 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 8:45 am – 9:30 am Easter Breakfast 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist with Blessing  
   of Easter Candle and Easter Garden 
 11:15 am Easter Egg Hunt for children and adults 
 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Easter Teas 
Monday 6th April Easter Monday  
 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Easter Teas 

St Andrew's, Sandon 


